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Along the Pecos
A photographic and sound collage

Santa Fe—One of the staples of desert life is the presence—or scarcity—of water. Across
eastern New Mexico, the Pecos River strives to quench a fragile, 926-mile riparian environment.
Along the Pecos, a collage of photographs and sounds, opens June 19 on the second floor of
the New Mexico History Museum. Developed by photographer Jennifer Schlesinger and the late
composer Steven M. Miller, the materials were recently donated to the Palace of the Governors
Photo Archives, whose Photo Legacy Project collects the work of contemporary photographers.

Schlesinger’s black-and-white gelatin silver prints focus randomly on close-up views of the river
and its banks. Presented as single images, but also as diptychs and quadtychs, they impart a
sense of long grasses blowing in a breeze, water rippling and a tree’s textured bark. Miller’s
sound recordings highlight birds, planes, automobiles, wind, insects, and the flow of the river
itself. Together, they invite the viewer to change how they look at a river and reimagine the
water’s ever-changing effect on the surrounding landscape.

“I wanted to show this exhibit because it dealt with water and, especially in New Mexico, where
we’re dealing with drought and the new construction of subdivisions, water is becoming an
issue,” said Daniel Kosharek, the museum’s photo curator. “It's a prudent thing for us to collect



anything that has to do with water. The idea with this exhibit is to hear ambient noise while
viewing the pieces. It's designed to be an immersive display in a nice, quiet corridor.

“If the History Museum’s mandate is to inform people, then water has been on the radar since
day one. From an aesthetic standpoint, we provide a quiet environment where people can come
and relax, to sit and reflect for a minute.”

Miller and Schlesinger’s collaboration began with his sound recordings along the river, from its
headwater through the southeast corner of the state. Miller, an internationally regarded
composer who once taught at the Santa Fe University of Art and Design, approached
Schlesinger with the idea of photographs to accompany his work. The Santa Fe artist and
curator then began shooting in various locations along the river.

“When Steven came to me to capture the visceral experience, my response was to come up
with a way to capture the river and its surrounding environment in a way that was meditative
and give viewers a way to experience the Pecos,” Schlesinger said.

The river flows approximately 926 miles through public and private lands, designated
wilderness, and urban space, and is both a recreational and agricultural resource to those living
in the eastern portion of New Mexico and parts of west Texas.

The exhibit is on indefinite display in the second-floor hallway outside of the Cowden Café.

Calendar

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 5 pm

Opening of Along the Pecos

Daniel, help! Meet photographer Jennifer Schlesinger and enjoy this sound-and-photo exhibit in
the second-floor hallway outside of the Cowden Café. Ethereal images taken along the Pecos
River and sound recordings invite visitors to ponder issues of ecology and place. Also that
evening, award-winning author and conservationist William deBuys speaks on his latest book,
The Last Unicorn: A Search for One of Earth’s Rarest Creatures, and joins us for a reception
honoring the museum’s acquisition of his papers. These are Free Friday Evening events.
Museum admission is free, 5-8 pm.

Image above: Earth Map | (quadtych of water), 2004, by Jennifer Schlesinger. Toned gelatin
silver print. Download a high-resolution version of this image and others from Along the Pecos
by clicking here (LINK TO COME).

Phone number for publication: 505-476-5200
For more information about the museum, log onto www.nmhistorymuseum.org.

Media contact: Kate Nelson, Public Relations and Marketing, New Mexico History
Museum/Palace of the Governors. (505) 476-5019; (505) 554-5722 (cell).
kate.nelson@state.nm.us

The New Mexico History Museum, 113 Lincoln Avenue, in Santa Fe, New Mexico, is part of a
campus that includes the Palace of the Governors, the oldest continuously occupied public
building in the United States; the Fray Angélico Chavez History Library; the Palace of the
Governors Photo Archives; the Press at the Palace of the Governors; and the Native American
Artisans Program. A division of the Department of Cultural Affairs. Museum exhibitions and
programs supported by the Museum of New Mexico Foundation.
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