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GUSTAVE BAUMANN: A SANTA FE LEGEND  
 
Santa Fe, NM—Although best known in the printmaking world as a master of color 
wood-cut, Gustave Baumann was also a talented painter, carpenter, and craftsman.  A 
new permanent exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts highlights Baumann’s many 
talents, featuring some of his more obscure, yet beautiful, work.  Gustave Baumann: A 

Santa Fe Legend opens Friday, February 17, 2006, in the Women’s Board Room.  Friday 
evenings are always free at the museum. 
  
Born in Germany in 1881, Baumann eventually settled down in Santa Fe, taking 
inspiration from the New Mexican countryside for many of his woodblock prints.  In 
1931, he began carving his “little people”—marionettes that he toured around the state 
for many years.  Baumann’s legacy lives on today through replicas of his loveable little 
people, who entertain young and old alike at the Museum of Fine Arts annual Christmas 
festivity. 
 
A highly prolific artist, Baumann carved sixty-five marionettes during his lifetime.  His 
marionette self-portrait, as well as marionette representations of his daughter and actress 
wife, Jane Devereaux Henderson, will be on view in the new exhibition.  These pieces 
will be presented with other marionettes, including his camera-toting “Tourist.” 
  
Baumann began his wood-cut prints by making gouache paintings of a local scene.  
These opaque watercolor paintings relied on flat planes of color and were used to resolve 
the color relationships of the resulting print.  Baumann used the original painting as a 
template to cut the multiple woodblocks used to print the finished image.  The exhibition 
will include a pair of these images—the gouache study, and final study of “Santo 
Domingo Pueblo.”  
 
Showcasing Baumann’s genius and versatility, the exhibition will also display the artist’s 
oil painting, “Winter Ceremony Deer Dance,” as well as exquisitely hand-carved chairs 
that he fabricated before World War II. 
 



On February 17, 2006, MFA will also open another permanent exhibition, Georgia 

O’Keeffe’s Legacy in New Mexico, in the Beauregard Gallery (see separate press release).  
Curator Joseph Traugott said, “These presentations of works by O’Keeffe and Baumann 
will offer museum visitors a rare look at the creativity of these two iconic New Mexico 
artists.”  Traugott organized these two exhibitions not only for public enjoyment, but 
also, he added, “to celebrate the breadth of the museum’s permanent collection.”  The 
museum has over 1,000 prints, drawings, paintings, and marionettes by the legendary 
Gustave Baumann. 
 

### 
 
The Museum of Fine Arts was founded in 1917 as the Art Gallery of the Museum of New 

Mexico. Housed in a spectacular Pueblo Revival building designed by I. H. and William 

M. Rapp, it was based on their New Mexico building at the Panama-California 

Exposition (1915). The museum's architecture inaugurated what has come to be known 

as "Santa Fe Style." For more than 85 years the Museum has collected and exhibited 

work by leading artists from New Mexico and elsewhere. This tradition continues today 

with a wide-array of exhibitions with work from the world’s leading artists. 

 

The Museum of Fine Arts is a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 

Information for the Public:   

The Museum of Fine Arts is located on the Plaza at 107 W. Palace Avenue.  Call 476-
5072 for more information, or visit www.mfasantafe.org 

Hours:  Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.  Open Free on Fridays, 5:00 P.M.-8:00 

P.M.  

Admission:  Children 16 & under free.  New Mexico residents with I.D. free on 
Sundays.  New Mexico resident Senior Citizens (age 60+) with I.D. free Wednesdays.  
Museum Foundation members free.  Adults (age 17 and above): $7.00 for non-state 
residents; $5.00 for New Mexico residents. 

 
 
 


